	File Extension
	Format Description and Type

	.arc
	Macintosh Hierarchical Archive

	
	

	
	

	.aiff
	.aiff a not-so-common sound format. 

	
	

	
	

	.asp
	Probably an Active Server Page. This is a server side customized html page. 

	
	

	
	

	.au
	.au is a once common sound format found on the web. 

	
	

	
	

	.bin
	Macbinary II Encoded File. Make sure to download as MacBinary or Binary.

	
	

	
	

	.cgi
	A cgi script. Common Gateway Interface. Probably written in C but maybe Perl. If it is in C and compiled, then you probably can't edit it. You will know right away when you try to open it in a text editor

	
	

	
	

	.dat
	Generally a data file, written by an application.

	
	

	
	

	.dbx
	May be a Microsoft Visual Foxpro table file

	
	

	
	

	
	

	.dll
	Dynamic Link Library. This is a compiled set of procedures and/or drivers called by another program

	
	

	
	

	.doc
.dot
	May be a Microsoft Word or Wordpad Document. .dot is a Microsoft Word Template

	
	

	
	

	.eml
	May be an Outlook Express saved message. This extension is assigned when you choose file|save in Outlook. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	.exe
	May be a DOS/Windows program or a DOS/Windows Self Extracting Archive 

	
	

	
	

	.gif
	GIF (Graphical Interchange Format), though not the most economical, is the most common graphics format found on the Internet.

	
	

	
	

	.gz
	.gz is the Gnu version of zip. It is a compression method developed for use on UNIX systems. 

	
	

	
	

	.hlp
	This is a Windows help file. Windows provides some annotating features to modify the file but as they are compiled files, they cannot be edited without a great deal of difficulty.

	
	

	
	

	.html
.htm
	HTML (Hypertext Markup Language), the code of simple web pages. Plain text file.

	
	

	
	

	.hqx
	BinHex 4.0 - Encodes a Macintosh file into 7-bit text so it can be safely transfered. Most Mac files appear in .hqx

	
	

	
	

	.image
	Macintosh Disk Image, most commonly found on Apple's FTP sites. 

	
	

	
	

	.ini
	Initialization file. Typically earlier windows, but still used. These are software settings, and environment variables. You can tweak them with a text editor, but keep a backup! 

	
	

	
	

	.jpg 
.jpeg 
.jfif
	JPEG/JFIF, a 24 bit graphic format 

	
	

	
	

	.max
	May be a Paperport file 

	
	

	
	

	.mdb
.mde
	Microsoft Access Database 

	
	

	
	

	.mim 
.mime
	Multi-Purpose Internet Mail Extensions. 

	
	

	
	

	.mpg 
.mpeg
	MPEG, a standard internet movie platform. 

	
	

	
	

	.mov 
.qt 
.movie 
.moov
	QuickTime Movie, Apple Macintosh native movie platform 

	
	

	
	

	.pdf
	Adobe Acrobat Portable Document Format, download as Binary

	
	

	
	

	.pfc
	AOL Personal File Cabinet

	
	

	
	

	.pl
	Perl Script. Runs on UNIX type platforms. ASCII File. 

	
	

	
	

	.pps
.ppt
	.pps may be Microsoft Powerpoint Slide Show, .ppt may be Microsoft PowerPoint Presentation 

	
	

	
	

	.ps
	Postscript file. Plain text file, but not really human-readable.

	
	

	
	

	.rtf
	Rich Text Format

	
	

	
	

	.rm
	Real Movie

	
	

	
	

	.sit
	Stuffit Archive - Binary

	
	

	
	

	.sea
	Macintosh Self Extracting Archive

	
	

	
	

	.smi
	Shrink Wrap Disk Image File

	
	

	
	

	
	

	.swp
	This is probably a Win95 "swap" file where windows swaps out infomation from memory to the disk. You should not mess with this file. If it is over 200 megs, look into "swap space" in your windows configuration

	
	

	
	

	
	

	.sys
	Probably a DOS/Windows system file; You should only edit these if you know exactly what you are doing

	
	

	
	

	.tar
.tar.Z
.tar.gz
.tgz
	UNIX tar program takes separate files and turns them into one file - often also compressed. Extensions such as .tar.Z, .tar.gz and .tgz (latter two are equivalent) requires decompression first, then un-tar. Some UNIX ftp servers will un-tar a file if you request it without the ".tar" extention. 

	
	

	
	

	.tiff 
.tif
	TIFF is a very large high quality image format. 

	
	

	
	

	.txt
	A plain boring old Text File

	
	

	
	

	.uu 
.uue
	A uuencoded file. Typically this is done on a UNIX command line: 
uuencode OriginalFileName SecondFilename > EncodedFile.uu 
Then, after running: 
uudecode EncodedFile.uu 
One gets a file generated named: 
SecondFileName 
Using .uu as the extension is not required but is considered politely explanatory for what type of file it is. Increasing numbers of desktop mail and newsreading programs will handle this type of encoding on the fly.

	
	

	
	

	.wav
	Windows Wave format sound file 

	
	

	
	

	.wpd
	WordPerfect Document 

	
	

	
	

	.xls
.xlw
.xlt
	Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet, Excel Workbook, Excel Template 

	
	

	
	

	.Z
	Unix Compressed File 

	
	

	
	

	.zip
	pkzip, a common DOS/Windows compression format 
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